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The property of all land and water within national territory is originally owned by the
Nation, who has the right to transfer this ownership to particulars. Hence, private
property is a privilege created by the Nation.

Expropriations may only be made when there is a public utility cause.

The State will always have the right to impose on private property constraints
dictated by “public interest”. The State will also regulate the exploitation of natural
resources based on social benefits and the equal distribution of wealth. The state is
also responsible for conservation and ecological considerations.

All natural resources in national territory are property of the nation, and private
exploitation may only be carried out through concessions.

Nuclear fuel may only be exploited and used by the State. The use of Nuclear
elements in the Nation may only have peaceful purposes (i.e., Mexico cannot build
nuclear weapons).

This article also deals with other subtleties on what constitutes Mexico's territory.

Foreign citizens cannot own land within 100 km of the borders or 50 km of the sea;
however, foreigners can have a beneficial interest in such land through a trust
(fideicomiso), where the legal ownership of the land is held by a Mexican financial
institution. The only precondition sine qua non to granting such a beneficial interest is
that the foreigner agree that all matters relating to such land are the exclusive
domain of Mexican courts and Mexican jurisdiction, and that in all issues pertaining
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to such land, the foreigner will conduct him or herself as a Mexican, and settle any
issues arising from their interest in such land exclusively through Mexican courts and
institutions. The stipulated consequence of a failure to abide by these terms is
forfeiture to the nation of their interests in all lands where the foreigner has such
beneficial interests.

That an area of land next to the coast (20 meters from the highest tide line) is
federal property which cannot be sold to particulars.
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